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Synopsis

Now available with MP3 audio CDS: the bestselling book-and-audio set of Supreme Court oral
arguments.Until The New Press first published May It Please the Court in 1993, few Americans
knew that every case argued before the Supreme Court since 1955 had been recorded. The original
book-and-tape set was a revelation to readers and reviewers, quickly becoming a bestseller and
garnering praise across the nation. William Safire, writing in the New York Times, called it "a
fascinating, you-are-there experience...an ear to history in the making," and the Los Angeles Times
Book Review dubbed it a "treasure trove."Including both transcripts of the most significant cases
argued before the Supreme Court and recordings of the oral arguments, May It Please the Court
offers "a front-row seat in America’s most powerful courtroom, where very, very few have had the
opportunity to sit" (American Bar Association Journal ). This new edition of the original volume
makes the recordings available for the first time in MP3 audio CDs.The audio for this new edition is
on MP3 compact discs. MP3 audio books on compact disc can be played on newer CD players that
support MP3 technology and accept a standard-sized CD, and on any personal computer that has

Apple’s iTunes, Microsoft’'s Media Player or similar software.
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Customer Reviews

This remarkable book and audiocassette combination has already received much notice, due,
ironically, to the legalities involved over the use of archival sources. Network television and National

Public Radio have reported on the controversy, which should serve to increase public interest in



these recordings of 23 landmark cases argued before the Supreme Court since 1955. Introductory
material and other narration is provided by Peter Irons of the Earl Warren Bill of Rights Project of the
University of California. Listeners are allowed a glimpse of modern history as never before; the Cold
War, the Civil Rights Movement, Vietnam, Watergate, and various other seminal social/moral/ethical
disputes are played out in succinct, precise arguments. The sound of the actual history-making
cases is thrilling. The accompanying hardcover book contains the text of each argument. This is a
"must have" for law, academic, and large public libraries.- Reilly Reagan, Putnam Cty. Lib.,
Cookeville, Tenn.Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to the Hardcover

edition.

"One of the most effective teaching tools available." & "The Washington Post"A front-row seat in
Americad ™s most powerful courtroom, where very, very few have had the opportunity to sit."
a "American Bar Association Journal"A treasure trove . . . that provides insight into the Supreme
Court and the judicial process that is otherwise available only to those who find themselves in
Washington, D.C., at just the right time." & "Los Angeles Times Book Review"A strong and direct

whiff of history." & "The New York Times Book Review --This text refers to the Hardcover edition.
Fascinating look into The Warren Court and beyond. Sadly my CD player will not play MP3 CDs.
Must find someone who can play the disc in their computer, do the conversion, then email me the

MP3 files.Be sure you can play the disc before you buy.

Great insight into the court cases that invigorated the American experience. Should be read while

listening to the CD of the actual presentation of arguments.

Great book...

Fascinating book and CD. Great price and fast delivery. Thank you!

To be able to listen to the US Supreme Court Justices is great. It was extremely informative and a

very enlightening experience.

Everything was delivered on time in great condition, with the audio cassettes too. The book is

amazing--so detailed and makes the cases so real. Fantastic price too!



Great condition.

| fully enjoyed this series and own each set. The first series has additional charm because of the
nice packaging, which decreased in charm as later sets came out. The plastic display holder and
hard cover companion book, including a transcript of each tape, is a nice touch.The sets does have
a liberal slant, though not excessive, which reflects the author. [Justice Marshall gets some play a
lot, but then again, his questions often tend to be entertaining.] This doesn’t hurt too much, since the
commentary is relatively brief, and centers largely on the facts of the case. And, the cases are
generally landmark, not leaning one way or the other per se. Anyway, the first tape’s "introduction to
the Supreme Court" is well done.l don’t find it too troubling that the book doesn’t have the whole
opinion. The book uses a typical "casebook" approach and prints important excerpts. The book
would be much larger if the full opinions were printed. Nor do the excerpt style hurt too much, again
it would take much more space to do so. For those interested, Jerry Goldman has a CD-ROM with
complete orals of some cases. Or, the Oyez.com website.l must, however, note that Irons et. al.
provided some sloppy editing, which he admitted to some degree later on. He has the "Reagan
Administration" involved in a case before Reagan came to office. He has "Justice Marshall" asking a
question in a case before he came to the Court. And, some substantive facts and explanations
contain some errors. I'm not sure how some of these things were missed in editing.[I'd add that
Edward Lazarus has been particularly critical of this series, including how the comments and editing
slants the cases. He has a point, but it is probably exaggerated. Still, with many cases w/i the last
twenty years in particular having transcripts, providing full arguments, this is something to keep in
mind.]Nonetheless, overall, it is a very educational series. It further suggests why we should be able
to hear these things on C-SPAN. [The US Supreme Court now provides same week audio of oral
arguments on its website. See also, the Oyez website.]
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